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Music development plan summary: 
Wortham Primary School  

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025 

Date this summary was published September 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed September 2025 

Name of the school music lead Tracy Stevenson & Nikki Widdeson 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Hayley Clarke  

Name of local music hub  Suffolk Hub  

Name of other music education organisation(s) (if 
partnership in place)  

 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas 

– curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are 

planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what 

our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any 

music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Current Provision: 

 Kapow Music Scheme: 

o We use the Kapow Music Scheme across all year groups to ensure that pupils 

have consistent and progressive exposure to the key elements of music—pitch, 

rhythm, dynamics, tempo, structure, and texture. The curriculum allows pupils to 

develop their skills through singing, playing instruments, composing, and 

listening. 

 Weekly Music Lessons: 

o Music lessons are taught weekly, lasting 45 minutes each, and are designed to 

be interactive and practical, with a blend of singing, instrumental work, and 

creative composition. These lessons ensure that pupils in each year group are 

exposed to a variety of musical experiences. 

 Whole Class Instrumental Lessons (Glockenspiel): 

o Year 2/3: Pupils are introduced to the glockenspiel through the unit titled 

Instrumental – South Africa. In this unit, they learn basic playing techniques, 
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focusing on melody, rhythm, and pitch. Pupils also begin reading simple musical 

notation, which helps them understand how music is written and performed. 

o Year 4/5: Pupils further develop their glockenspiel skills with the Instrumental – 

Caribbean unit. This unit builds on their prior knowledge, extending the range of 

notes they can play and introducing elements of improvisation and composition. 

Pupils also gain a deeper understanding of musical notation and performance 

skills. 

 Progression to Instrumental Learning: 

o From Year 4 onwards, our curriculum ensures that pupils learn to play an 

instrument each year. This is either through the core curriculum or as part of our 

co-curricular music program, ensuring that every pupil has the opportunity to 

develop their instrumental skills and experience a broad range of musical 

opportunities. 

 Singing: 

o Singing is embedded throughout the curriculum, and pupils participate in a 

range of vocal activities that help develop their pitch, rhythm, and vocal 

confidence. A variety of songs and singing activities are integrated into weekly 

lessons, with additional support from Sing Up resources. 

  

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including 

choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core 

curriculum. 

At Wortham Primary School, we believe that music plays a vital role in enhancing pupils' 

personal, social, and emotional development. Our co-curricular music program extends pupils' 

musical experiences beyond the classroom, providing them with diverse opportunities to 

develop their musical skills, collaborate with peers, and perform in front of others. These 

activities are inclusive and open to all pupils, helping to build confidence, teamwork, and a 

sense of community. 

Current Provision: 

 Biannual Clarinet Lessons (Year 4/5): 

o Pupils in Year 4 and Year 5 participate in weekly clarinet lessons on a biannual 

basis. These lessons are taught by a specialist music teacher and provide an 

alternative instrument to learn in the year that pupils explore the Instrumental – 

Caribbean unit for the glockenspiel. Each child is provided with a clarinet on 

loan for the year, ensuring they have the resources needed to practice at home 

and gain proficiency in this wind instrument. 

 Weekly Guitar Lessons (Year 6): 
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o All Year 6 pupils have weekly guitar lessons taught by a specialist music tutor. 

Each child is provided with a guitar on loan for the year, enabling them to 

practice at home and further develop their skills.  

 Music Lessons: 

o One-to-one music lessons are available to pupils, allowing them to learn various 

instruments, with piano being the most popular choice. Other instruments, such 

as the violin (a string instrument) and trumpet (a brass instrument), are also 

offered. We are committed to ensuring that all pupils have access to 

instrumental tuition, and we provide subsidized lessons for children eligible for 

Pupil Premium Grant (PPG), ensuring that financial barriers do not prevent 

participation. 

 School Choir: 

o Our school choir meets weekly and is open to all pupils. The choir provides a 

welcoming environment where children can develop their singing skills, build 

vocal confidence, and enjoy the social and emotional benefits of group singing. 

The choir performs at school events, such as assemblies, and in the community 

at larger events, such as Young Voices and performances at Snape Maltings. 

These performances give pupils the chance to showcase their talents and 

experience the excitement of singing with others in larger, more formal settings. 

  

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in 

assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

At Wortham Primary School, we recognize that musical experiences extend beyond structured 

lessons. We provide a rich variety of opportunities for pupils to engage with music in enjoyable 

ways, fostering a lifelong appreciation for the arts. 

Current Provision: 

 Whole School Singing Assembly: 

o Every week, we hold a whole school singing assembly lasting up to 20 minutes, 

where pupils participate in singing a diverse range of songs. This assembly not 

only enhances their vocal skills but also encourages a sense of community as 

students come together to share in the joy of music. 

 Nativity Performance (Reception – Year 3): 

o Each year, our youngest pupils put on a nativity performance, where they learn 

up to six songs by heart. This event not only introduces them to the joy of 

performing but also instills confidence as they present their work to their peers 

and families. 

 Summer Performance (Year 4 – Year 6): 
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o Pupils in Years 4 to 6 participate in an annual summer performance, where they 

learn several songs to showcase their talents. This event allows students to 

experience the process of preparing for a performance, from rehearsals to the 

final presentation to the school and their families. 

 Live Music Experiences: 

o All children experience live music through various performances, including a 

yearly theatre outing to watch a pantomime and other productions, such as a 

West End show. Year 6 students also visit a local high school to attend their 

annual performance. Additionally, younger children participate in Drama 

Tots/Club, which involves learning songs and is offered yearly for Reception to 

Year 2. 

 Community Engagement: 

o Throughout the year, we participate in events such as Carols Around the Tree, 

where pupils have the chance to perform festive songs. These occasions help 

cultivate a spirit of celebration and enhance the students' enjoyment of music. 

  

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

 

 Widening Links with Local Artists: 

We plan to enhance our connections with local artists and events where children can 

play or listen to live music, with potential cross-curricular links, including partnerships 

with other schools within our Trust. 

 CPD for Staff: 

Ongoing professional development opportunities will be sought for our staff to ensure 

they remain confident and effective in delivering high-quality music education. 

 Expanding and Updating Resources: 

We aim to expand and update our musical resources within the school, including 

instruments for all year groups, with a particular focus on enhancing provision for Early 

Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

 Musical Showcase: 

We intend to hold a musical showcase where children in Years 4, 5, and 6, along with 

individuals who have learned to play an instrument, can perform at the end of the year. 

This event will celebrate their achievements and encourage continued engagement in 

music. 
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