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Aim

The aim of this policy is to ensure consistency of approach across the school in order to develop teaching, learning, planning and assessment. It recognises that marking is to benefit the child, parent and teacher. 

Marking

We believe effective marking:

· Shows children that we value their work

· Informs planning and assessment

· Is regular and up to date
· Where possible, is immediate (live marking)
· Gives children the opportunity to reflect and self-assess

· Shows children their next steps; providing them with strategies for improving their learning

· Indicates the amount of support given to produce a piece of work

· Identifies how well the child has met the learning objectives according to their individual level of working
· Is positive 

· Is child friendly, age appropriate and easily understood

· Informs parents about progress

Feedback

We believe effective feedback:

· Prompts children to self-correct and tells them what to do to improve

· Positively encourages children to do their best

· Informs planning and assessment

· Aids follow-up with a TA or other adult 

How the aims look in practice:

· The marking should always be in accordance with the lesson objective and expectations.
· The child must be able to read/understand and respond to the comments made and time should be given to do so. 

· Comments should be age and ability appropriate and the style may vary across class/year group

· Learning objectives, success criteria and key expectations for a task should be shared and discussed at the outset and this should be linked to marking and feedback enabling children to self-assess

· Marking and feedback should involve the child directly. With younger children it should be oral and immediate

· Feedback may be given by a TA, other adult or through peer assessment
· TAs can live mark during a lesson. The class teacher must highlight the learning objective. 

· HLTAs are responsible for marking the work from each lesson they have delivered. 
· Feedback is provided in plenaries, throughout the lesson or in individual or group sessions

· Marking will normally be done before the next lesson in that subject
· The teacher’s professional judgement will be used to determine the extent of the need for marking errors. This will be dependent on the pupil’s capability, what the next learning should be and what the priorities are for the future. 
· Areas for development are followed up with a positive and constructive strategy for how to move on and improve

· Direct links should be made between oral or written feedback and the rewards systems in place in classrooms

· EYFS marking is usually verbal. Achievements and objectives met are evidenced through Tapestry. 

Marking Codes

I   Independent work 
S Support given 
VF Verbal feedback
Spelling errors will be highlighted in orange or by recording ‘sp’ in the margin. Words are chosen using teacher judgement of those the child should be using correctly (based on ability) 

Work highlighted in orange shows any error to be corrected by the child. This could be part of a calculation in maths, a grammatical error, an incorrect choice of word or an incorrect statement.

A colour coded mark made next to the learning objective will show the child’s attainment relevant to their level of working. 
Purple shows Greater Depth

Green shows At Expected

Orange shows Working Towards. 

Therefore, there is no requirement to write what the child has achieved at the end of the piece of work. Instead a positive comment based on effort or presentation may be written if deemed appropriate by the teacher.
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  Next steps symbols require the child to respond to marking. These should be used regularly in maths,  English and science but are not necessarily required in other subjects unless deemed appropriate by the teacher.
Marking in English Writing Lessons
· Regular verbal feedback and live marking through pupil conferencing 

· Colour coded marks, as shown above, are made next to the learning objective will show the child’s attainment relevant to their level of working. 

· Next steps are given, when appropriate, to tell the child that they need to check for an error or area of development.  To ensure the writing remains independent, next steps will tell their child what to look for rather than specifically highlighting an area.  E.g. You have missed a full stop. 
· After the child has had the opportunity to complete their own revising and editing, the teacher will assess the writing and then highlight in orange any errors or areas for development that the child needs to make before publishing their final piece of writing. 
Writing

1. Children will write in blue handwriting pens or pencil

2. Teachers will respond in green pen or orange highlighter. 
3. Children will correct/respond to marking in purple handwriting pens
Maths

1. Calculation work will be done in pencil

2. Teachers will respond in green pen or orange highlighter.
3. Corrections in purple handwriting pens

Monitoring and Review

The marking process will be monitored across the school and across other schools to ensure consistency and effectiveness

We are aware of the need to monitor and review the marking policy to take account of improvements made in our practice and will review this policy annually. 
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