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We’re back…[image: Happy New Year 2025 clipart]



Welcome to the FOW’s spring term newsletter. We hope everyone had a lovely Christmas and the children have settled back into school.

This half term we are holding our AGM and this year we need new committee members to fill our key roles – Chair, Treasurer and Secretary. More details on the roles can be found below. 

We are also looking to add more names to our volunteer support list so please reach out if you think you can help.

If you are interested in finding out more about FOW’s, the committee roles or to be added to our volunteer list, please email Mrs Paine in the school office and she will pass on your details.


A reminder of who FOW’s are and what we do

Friends of Wortham School (FOWS) is the fundraising charity for the school.

We organise a range of activities throughout the year to raise funds to support the children’s learning. We provide support in a variety of ways including spending funds on educational workshops, school trips, and classroom resources.


FOWS are always looking for help in supporting our activities and the wider school. The main ways you can help are by:

· Volunteering - to ensure that the FOWS events can run and are a continued success we need volunteers. We will be providing more detail around the type of commitment involved for events which we hope will make it easier for you to put yourselves forward to support them
· Donating - continue to donate raffle prizes, hamper gifts, cakes for events - every little helps.
· Supporting - support our events and fundraising initiatives, as well as any FOWS planning meetings 
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FOW’s Annual General Meeting 
Monday February 10th, 8pm 
 
The FOW’s AGM is fast approaching, and we need to see as many of you there as possible. The meeting is relatively quick, with an update on what was achieved last year and the committee re-election. 

We will be looking to appoint new general committee members for 2025, as well as the more active roles of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.

Chair
· Overall lead for the charity’s activities, chairs meetings, manages volunteer list and comms. Key duties included: heading and managing FOW’s meetings, event planning, managing dates, supporting with comms.

Treasurer
· Ensures accurate financial records are kept and manages all the funds for the charity, including counting, banking, making payments and filing our annual return.
 
Secretary
· Proactively supports Chair to build effective communication links between the committee, school & parent community. Key duties include taking minutes in charity meetings and creating and sending out all the comms, including flyers and social media posts. 

General committee members
· Light touch and involves supporting activities & events, as well as voting on spend requests and liaises with the school regarding spend requests and requirements.

 To find out more please email Mrs Paine who will pass your details on or speak to one of the current committee members.
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SIGN UP TO EASYFUNDRAISING

Another way you can help raise funds which takes little effort is to use the Easy Fundraising site when you do your online shopping.

Simply sign up at easyfundraising.org.uk and register as a supporter of Friends of Wortham School. If you go through the website every time you make an online purchase, the retailer donates a percentage of your purchase to FOWS without costing you a penny.






FOW’s Committee members
Below is a list of all the current committee members, please reach out to any of them at the school gate if you have any questions or want to get involved. 

The current committee members are:

Chair					Keelia Perkins
Secretary				Rachel Goodson-Hill
Treasurer				Russell Summers
Committee Member		Kerry Bleach
Committee Member		Cam McKeown
Committee Member		Arlene Summers
Committee Member		Nick Castle
Committee Member		Lynsey Palframan
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FOW’s AGM – Monday 10th February
Virtual meeting - 8pm
Links sent via email and can be found on our Facebook page


Dress down day – Wednesday 26th March
No theme
Easter egg/chocolate donation for raffle and bingo prizes


Easter Bingo & Raffle – Friday 4th April 
Wortham Village Hall
Snacks, drinks & refreshments will be available 




Further details on all events will be shared nearer to the time
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